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Preliminary and Short Report
TRANSPLANTATION OF BASAL CELL EPITHELIOMAS*
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The nature and behavior of basal cell
epitheliomas have been the subject of much dis-
cussion. There are those who do not consider these
lesions to be true malignant neoplasms. However,
a few instances of metastasis have been described(1). Fiekren and Katz (2) suggested that
metastasis may occur by direct implantation to
mucous membrane. The possibility of recurrence
or metastasis occurring by means of transplanta-
tion of tumor tissue at the time of excision or of
curettage has also been suggested. The present
study was an attempt at transplantation of basal
cell epitheliomas.
MATERIAL AND METHODS
Eighteen human volunteers, who manifested
typical nodular basal cell epitheliomas of the
face, were selected. They were from 40 to 80 years
of age. Sixteen were males and two were females.
All were Caucasian. The lesion was treated by
curettage and electrodesiccation as described
elsewhere (3). The specimen obtained was then
divided with one-half submitted for histopatho-
logic study. The other half of the specimen was
immediately transplanted intracutaneously in
the same individual in an area of normal skin of
the cervical region. The areas for transplantation
were prepared by curettage in six cases, by use of
a biopsy punch in six cases, and by sharp incision
in six cases. The transplantation sites were ob-
served periodically for from 6 to 35 weeks after
which the site was excised. The excised tissue was
preserved in formalin, embedded in paraffin,
sectioned subserially, and stained with hematoxy-
lin and eosin.
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RESULTS
In all eighteen cases the histopathologic studies
of the primary lesions were reported as basal cell
epithelioma. All cases showed rapid complete
healing of the transplant site with no clinical
evidence of persistence or growth of the trans-
planted tissue. The tissue excised from the trans-
plantation site revealed no histologic evidence of
tumor tissue in any instance.
DIscussIoN
We are not certain whether the failure of tumor
cells to grow is related to technic or not. It is quite
possible that a method for transplantation could
be developed. The three technics we employed
would probably closely simulate conditions that
would occur on actual treatment of this type of
tumor, and we thought it would be interesting to
see if freshly removed cells could he induced to
grow on a prepared site of similar skin.
The failure in transplantation of basal cell
epitheliomas in this small series of cases lends no
support to the concept of recurrence or transplan-
tation of this tumor on the basis of mechanical
transfer during treatment by excision or curettage.
SUMMARY
In eighteen human cases, attempts to transplant
basal cell epitheliomas intracutaneously were
uniformly unsuccessful.
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